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Report Highlights: 

 

The Government of India’s Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published a directive 

related to the Food Safety and Standards (Organic Foods) Regulations, 2017.  Based on representations 

received from stakeholders, FSSAI re-examined the provisions of the regulations and revised them to be 

‘Enabling Regulations’ rather than for prosecution.  This approach by FSSAI is expected to build 

confidence and provide a producer-friendly environment to small organic producers. 
 



  

  

General Information:  

 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in/.  The Office of Agricultural 

Affairs, USDA and/or the U.S. Government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

 

In order to encourage a more business-friendly environment for small organic producers, FSSAI has 

come out with new directives on the organic food regulations, which were implemented on July 1, 2018.  

These are highlighted below: 

 

1. Small original producers or producer organizations who have an annual turnover of organic 

produce of not more than 1.2 million INR, are allowed direct sales of their organic produce to the 

end consumer without National Program for Organic Production (NPOP)/Participatory 

Guarantee System (PGS)-India certification.  (Note: Participatory Guarantee System-India is a 

government program operated by the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation to promote 

organic farming through a low-cost certification system.  The program emphasizes the 

participation of stakeholders, including producers and consumers, to self-certify and operate 

outside the frame of third-party certification) 

 

2. In cases where the small producers are not viable to go to market and sell their produce, the 

aggregator or the intermediary can collect the organic food from them and sell it to the end 

consumer directly.  Such an aggregator or an intermediary shall have a turnover of organic 

produce not exceeding 5 million INR annually and will be allowed to sell organic products 

without any NPOP/PGS-India certification. 

 

3. The products which are ‘in conversion’ under NPOP or PGS-India may write ‘In conversion to 

Organic’ on the labels. 

 

4. The organic foods covered in numbers 1, 2 and 3 above shall not utilize the ‘Jaivik Bharat’ Logo.  

The certification of sales with respect to organic foods in numbers 1 and 2 above, shall be based 

on self-certification. 

 

The above-mentioned directives are not applicable to organic food retail companies, they will need to 

comply with all the requirements of the 2017 Organic Regulations. 

 

The full text of the FSSAI directive is pasted below for readers’ reference and is available at FSSAI 

website http://www.fssai.gov.in. 
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